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Biographies of Gender Experts contributing to the genSET Capacity Building Workshop: 
Gender Stereotypes and Gendered Attitudes in the Assessment of Women’s Work. 
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Gerd Karin Bjørhovde, dr.philos., is a professor of English literature in 
the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Tromsø, Norway.  In her 
research Bjørhovde has worked extensively with feminist perspectives 
on literature and women writers, particularly women's pioneering 
contributions to and experiments with the novel form.  She has also 
been active in various gender equality and research committees both 
nationally and internationally, and has spent lengthy research periods in 
Britain, the U.S. and Canada. In 1999 she was Convenor of the 7th 

International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women - Women's Worlds '99, which took place 
in Tromsø. From 2001 through 2008 Bjørhovde was pro-rector of the University of Tromsø, 
focusing in that period among other things on internationalization of education and 
research, and on promoting gender mainstreaming in her own institution as well as 
nationally.  In 2007 she was appointed Chair of the Committee for Mainstreaming - Gender 
in Science Norway (from 2010 the Committee for Gender Balance in Research), by the 
Minister of Education. 

  

Rosella Palomba is a social demographer, director of research at CNR 
and associate. Her main fields of research are: the impact of policies on 
gender equity; gender statistics and indicators; women and science. 
Rossella has coordinated  a number of national and international 
projects and was member of numerous EU expert groups on women in 

science. She was member of the ETAN Report working group, Italian EU Ambassador for 
equal opportunities in science, member of the Gender and Excellence EU experts’ group.  
Rossella chairs in many national and international research committees. She has written 
more than 180 articles, books and research reports on social policies and gender.  

 


